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For guidance on managing
construction health risks go to

www.hse.gov.uk/construction

Redistributed under licence from HAE by Express Hire (Dorset) Ltd. Licence expires on 31/12/2019

Using the Mini Excavator

1.  Be aware of what is happening all around. Do not assume that other persons or obstacles will move
out of the way.

2. Stay within the cab until parked up properly. Do not lean out to move obstacles or give assistance.

3. Watch out for hazardous areas such as soft ground, trenches or overhead obstacles.

4.  Be careful on slopes — avoid turning on them if possible.

5.  Ifthere is any possibility of a power cable or gas pipe in the area where digging is to occur, do not dig
with the excavator.

6. Use a cable avoidance tool to locate the metal pipes and cables. Contact the hire company if you
require such a tool.

7. Ifany pipe or cable is damaged, the repair bill may have to be paid by you.

8. Ifatrench is going to be more than 1 metre deep it should be properly supported with trench props
to prevent it collapsing. Contact the hire company who will be able to supply any additional
equipment required.

9.  Never move the excavator adjacent to any trench where men are working.

10. If an open vehicle, such as a dumper, is being loaded then the driver must not be seated and should
move a safe distance away.

11.  All open trenches and excavations must be cordoned off and warning signs erected.

12. Take care not to drive forward over a trench; always move back and away from the trench.

13. Use the dozer blade, not the side of the bucket to fill trenches.

14. Do not force the excavator to do more than it is capable of. This can cause it to become unstable.
Take time and work steadily, the job will be done better and safer.

15. At night in public places, the work area must be lit. The hire company will be able to supply any
additional equipment required.

16. Always stop on firm level ground away from the work area and other traffic.

17. In freezing conditions, park the excavator on timbers to prevent the tracks becoming frozen.

18. Lower the bucket and dozer blade, stop the machine, apply the parking brake and remove the key
before leaving the excavator unattended.

19.

If the equipment does not work properly, do not attempt to repair it. Contact the hire company.

The rules and procedures in force where people are at work
may require the person responsible for this equipment to
carry out a specific risk assessment.
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It is important to read all of this leaflet

BEFORE you use the Mini Excavator
Plan work and think ahead to ensure work will always be
carried out safely.
Diesel fuel is highly flammable. Take care not cause a fire or
explosion.
The mini excavator is designed for digging trenches and larger
excavations. It is also used for loading earth-moving vehicles.
The action of the mini excavator can cause injury or damage if the equipment is not used
in a careful and controlled way.
Do not drive this excavator unless you have previous experience or have had a course of
instruction from a responsible body. Drivers of this vehicle should have at least a current
site safety awareness certificate.
A Certificate of Training Achievement (CTA) for Construction Plant Operators is required on
most construction sites. Training to achieve a CTA is available from CITB appointed bodies.
Do not attempt to load or unload the machine from a truck or trailer unless fully experienced
in doing so.
The following items of personal protective equipment is the minimum required: Ear Muffs or
plugs giving protection at the ear of levels up to 85dB(A); safety helmet; safety boots; high
visibility vest or similar reflective garment.
The excavator must not be used by minors or by anyone under the influence of drugs or
alcohol.

. The excavator is designed for operation by an able bodied adult. Anyone with either a

temporary or permanent disability must seek expert advice before using the machine.

Please keep this leaflet safely as it may be required for future reference
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Hire Association Europe

2450 Regents Court
The Crescent

Birmingham Business Park

HIRE ASSOCIATION EUROPE Solihull B37 7YE

Telephone: 44 (0) 121 380 4600
Fax: 44 (0) 121 333 4109
Email: mail@hae.org.uk
website: www.hae.org.uk
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Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived

to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments

have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.

3yn-B1o°aey MMM :alsgam
yn-Bio-sey®@|rew Jrewy
604v €€€ 121 (0) v Xedq
009v 08€ 21 (0) v¥  :euoydajaL

3JAL LegG lInyllos

yied ssauisng weybuiwuig
80s8I) YL

unog suebey 052
adoin3 uoerossy allH

3d0HN3 NOLLYIOSSY JHIH

‘Ao 8y} anowal 0} JIsquisWway b ‘umop 009 Y 19| pue aulbus ayy doig g Jojeneoxa Jo adA} siyy usAup Jou aAey noA | 6 ay} Buisn usym ulom aq isnw pwjay Aljes vy g
‘uomysod 10 8y} 0} “eale yiom sy} woyy keme aoe|d "BUIYOBW SIY} Yim BuiyiAue mo} JeneN ‘8 “wnwiuiw e
Koy uomubi ayy uiny pue Ajjny smoiyl 8y 8S0) g 8jes € 0} J0JeAeOXa IUIW By} ALP ‘Blqissod §| g J0JeABOX® SE [9A9) SIu} 40} uogoeggd Buuesy ?U)!A!B sbnid
. ‘Bupjows oN ay) Jo ued Aue uo sieBusssed Aueo JeneN - 10 spnui fes sjeudoidde Jesm — (v)gp G8 O
Ué\l\op 1000 0} senuIL Ma} € 10} o Nk o o e,: ‘ dn sjana] asiou asneo o} Ajai st juswdinba ayy
:aeozo ;10!1;1;:! aqu;u,:gjlf %ueoim?lgteom ONITIAN3Y slom Asejodws) e se j1@xong ay) asn 1ouuo|c| 9 "uoioej0id JO [ans) Jeybiy
: pay “Aleielp ! SUIDUS 4O Lo P £ e aunbas Aew JUSWUOIIAUS 10 SqO[ Jejnoiued
peo| Aneay Jepun usaq Sey JOJeABOXS 8l J| ‘2 st 10 Ausdiios il o I?:f!PeolgUg ‘9UBIO B SE JOJeABOXS 8U} 8sn jou oq 'S Jedwnp |lews oy} BUISN JBABUSUM UIOM 8
‘punoJb 4oA0O BOUBINSUI B} Bulpigﬁmuﬁqn?b Au):a Luu“ G ‘pasn &g isnul PINOYS Jey) Winwiuiw ey 8.e (3dd) wewdinbs
sy} UO BpE|q JeZOp PUE JoxYonq 8yl 1S ‘L : : : 10JeABOXS 8} UO UOJeaq Jaquie Buiysey ayy anosjold [euossad Jo swey Bumolop eyl L
“uonosjoud S3)IS UONONIISUOD JO sasiwald [elysnpul apisul SHOLVYHIdO
ANION3T FHL ONIddOLS Aue onIB jm seionod edueinsul [ew.ou ‘KemyBiy oygnd e Jeau 10 UO BUBLIOM USUM b
1eys Ajeyijun si i Juapiooe Aemybiy e ul paAjoAul i .
auiyoew ay) Buines| uaym abebus UBWSYUEQ B UM 3IOM
“I0S YUm 18A0d 4 1o Aued gl!ul © 0} bubuoiq /fuedmd o -81 PUB }I0M 8JUSWIWOD O} Pasesjal 8q Isnw shempe ‘Asiou 1o xe|dwoo si BalE YoM 8yl ) 8
Jo dn ) adim ‘punoib ayy uo yids si jeny Aue j| 2 pasned s| abewep i jey} sfeme 8q ‘uonippe U 00| [03UOD BU]. 'S|01JU0 DIINEPAY BU} SIGESIP . -.d o on
‘uonisod pels ay) o} Aex ayy winy ‘ebueyo eixe ue je UOIUM SHOO| [0JJUOD BABY SIOJEABOXS 1O  °E dunt . 5 S 95 ebie) Ss%m
Wwiem 51 oUIBUS ol 1 10 Semeiedwel wem U] ‘9 JBA0D BOUBINSUI JOHO ||IM SaIuedloD a1y 8WOoS  “€ uaLy sous wnf ueo Ayouosle abeljorybly Jey 19610}
“WISIIEPUEBA 1O 18U 1surebe . jou og ‘diys pesies ayy jo Wed iseybily sy
‘91040 Jeyeayald ey} yeadas uay) SPUODSS Ma) 1lep Yayi isurl AKem Aue u| pasaje Jo pabewep usaq jou sey il
i painoas aq sAemle ISNW SUIYOEW B} JONSMOH 2 U1 81NSUS — Auedwos aily aur AQ asn o1 Apeal anoqe (Y91) WS ises) Je ale Asy) ssejun saull
© 10} Jjo Aex| au winy Lels o) sjiej euibus ULy g e 1 e e somod pesyiono Aue woly Aeme jjom desy -,
-SpUOoeS “gourINsul Aq SI SIY} 8ABIYOR O} Aem 1saq pue uonipuod pooB ul peiddns useq ey peay, } I ML
noge 101 010w JaLels au1 aBebus opum |sog 8yl ‘wsifepueA se yons abewep s|qeuoseaiun [IM ] "pesn s11l 8wl Yyoes J0jeAedxs 8yl ¥08yy ¢ ‘plezey e asneo Aew ey} es|e Buiyikue 1o
inoge 1o} 1oy LEIS au) } uon! 10 sS0] JsureBe payuwapul g Jsnw Aueduwioo “Auedwion ai1y 8} J0BIU0D — pabewep Buipjoyeds ‘sayouklq 991} OU 8Je BJY} aINSUT  °9
HElS By} O} UIN} USY} ‘SPU0DaS Q| 1o} uonisod aly o -aUIUDEW aul 10 ADOISNO ales o : ’
14 8yl u U Jo Apoy jes ayl aq 0} punoy Buiyihue asn jou o ‘juswidinbe e ‘syoel oy aBewep
Jejeayaid 8y} 0} Aoy By} uin} LelS PO B 104 B 10} B|qISUOdSaI BIB NOA ‘B1IY JO SWI8} 8y} Jepun L . . . . > Y
Aoy UomuBl 6n Lo puE JoxoNg ‘syoe} ‘euibus ‘euiyoew sy} Yoayy ‘L few e S108[q0 1o SeyoUsn PUE Sejoy
“Ao3) uouBl oy} pasul ! ; ' )
A A JONVHNSNI HOLVAVOXT INIW  ‘sedols ‘punoib yos 1o} ease %iom a4 03U g
‘uonisod [esnau o} S|ou0d JlNeIPAY |l 18S ' "pasianal 8q o} ~uswdinbe enoeroid -oe|d o)} 0} S| BIp 8y} 810Um BaIE BU}
‘papinoid St 8UO i i J28S BU) UBISE] 2 Jeadde ||im S|01U0D [oAR1} BU} JO J0BYS BU} ,08L jeuosiad ajeudoidde sy} Jeam 0} paau OS[e [im Ul $801AI8S J8YJ0 10 sadid Jajem 1o seb ‘sejqeo
-Jo1eABOXS peejol qed 8yl yum Buinow usym Jequiswiey “LL JOJEABOXS IUILU BY} JESU BUIIOM S| OUM sUoAuy  *Z Jjamod punoibiapun ou ale alsyl ¥od8YD b
Sy} JO BAJE ¥IOM BUl UM S| SUO OU ainsuj L J— S;lﬁﬂ;/@l’n ’E}ih“gé”ﬁg";fggz “J0JeABOXa Ul 8y} Buisn *90u82l| Buiup eendoidde ue eney jsnw
! 29! UsyMm uIom aq sAemfe 1snwi Jjaq 1eas sy} penl |l 9 noA ‘uonippe u| ‘suoienBal olel} peos yum
INIHOVIN FHL ONILHVLS  Anjpied pue esie Jesjd & Ol 9AUD ‘901 - So11dWOD PUE PaINsul S| SUIYBL BUp SSEIUN
ped e uni auibus au} 18| Yiom Buipes aiojeg 0L .
. i uWw 8yl yum Buppiom usym wiom 8q isnw KemyBiy 1o peou olgnd Aue uo ajesado JsneN g
90e|d [000 ‘Bfes B Ul Jaulejuod [any “yolym st yolym wawieb ANIgisiA yBly Jejiwis 10 JSeA 8AOBYRI Y G .
au enes| pue Apedoid sdeo jeny e eceidey ‘6 Mouy NoA ainsuz "saulyoBW Jayio se uonisod e ’ paiinbal g skemfe 1SOWe [jim UORe|nUBA
Ajeyeipaw awes sy} Apoexe Ul 8q 10U Aew SIBA8| [03UCO JOJBABOXS IUIW BU} uonoeIIXS [eojUByOBN “Passasse Ay usaq
wey aBueyd ‘sayiofo Uo yids i jesaip Aue y g OUr 19BI0) 1uoqg auibus sy Bunels aiojeq tum Buptiom usym uiom 8q 1snui sioog Alefes ' sey paanba uonejiusA our pue Augenns
T ) S|ojuod 8y} JO [[B 1B X00| Anjeies ‘alojeq *8)IS UORONIISUOD € UO dUIYdBW S}l Ji suolenyis Joopul Jaylo ul } 8sn Ajuo pue
. . . duos ynm j‘a/\oo ) sesiwaid onsawop ui Ji asn Jaaap “Buiuosiod
10 dn 3 adim "punoib sy uo ids stieny Aue i 72 apIXoUOW UOQIED [B}e} 8SNED PInod sededs
“Aiinga.1e0 1ojo paseos [asalp sy pauyuod ul Jo sioopul uswdinbs siyy Buisn 'z
J0 esoés!q ‘auIyoewW 8y} Jo |enl;(1|!ds Aue eiw\ ‘9 siopulo se6 10 [oned
1012/\_2:»(3 BU} 10 Jj8sSINOA Uo [esalp Aue woyy sawny ayubi |Im 3| "uoisojdxs jo Jebuep
Jids jou oQ "Jouuny e asn s|qejiere dwnd |any e © 1 aloy} aiaum JeBBIP 1UIW aU} 8SN Jou 0F L
10U SI 818U} J| “Bulljanyes UBYM [8SBIP UBSID BS G
“yue) jasaIp ay) ojul Buijey Lip uanaid LL 'x] OM BUI]-J els a’o;ea VIdv YHOM
0] }I punose eale ay} pue ded Ja||y 8y} ues|) p H MioM 5U_ILIEJS alojog

plenbssauisng/)n 6109y MMM « SJUIOd dIUBIBJBY [NJBSN





